[Evaluation of a program designed to develop social competence in kindergarten children].
This paper presents an evaluation of the implementation and impact of a program promoting social competence among kindergarten children. This program was conducted experimentally in 8 schools (10 classrooms, n = 165) in Montreal; 5 classrooms (n = 74) from 5 other schools formed the control group. Analysis of the impact reveals significant gains in self-esteem and conflict resolution skills in the experimental group compared to the control group. However, there was no significant change in pro-sociality and social withdrawal. Finally, an unexpected result was found in the area of boys' aggression. Analysis of the implementation indicates that teachers found the program's activities easy to use and adapt. In addition, great diversity in the utilization of these activities was observed. These results lead to areas of discussion concerning: (a) the links between gains realized by children and the emphasis teachers place on some aspects of the program; (b) the development of social competence among preschoolers; (c) the evaluation of the this type of program.